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2026 Staffing Update

We are delighted to share our confirmed teaching and support teams for 2026. 

Our strong focus on high-quality teaching, student wellbeing and consistent 
school-wide practices has guided our staffing decisions for the year ahead. 
The teams we have formed reflect the expertise, collaboration and dedication that
underpin our work at MVPS. 

We look forward to continuing to build on our strategic priorities and providing
exceptional learning experiences for every child in 2026.

Learning Specialist and Mental Health and Wellbeing leader: Mrs Laura Crothers

We are excited to have Mrs Laura Crothers as our Learning Specialist at MVPS. 
Laura leads our coaching and instructional model in literacy and numeracy,
supporting teachers to plan engaging and effective learning programs across all
year levels. She works closely with classroom teams to share strategies, build
teacher confidence, and help students achieve their best. 

In addition, Laura is our Mental Health and Wellbeing Leader (MHWL) as part of the
Department of Education’s MHiPS program, helping to strengthen school-wide
approaches to student mental health and wellbeing. 

This initiative provides schools with funding to employ a Mental Health and
Wellbeing Leader (MHWL) — a trained classroom teacher who works across the
whole school to strengthen our approach to student mental health and wellbeing.
The MHWL supports staff to identify and respond to student needs, helps establish
clear referral pathways both within the school and to external services, coordinates
targeted support for students, and advocates for student voice and agency in their
wellbeing. 

As part of the statewide rollout, MHWLs receive specialised training developed by
the University of Melbourne, ensuring they are equipped with evidence-based
knowledge and strategies. Through this program, we expect to see strengthened
mental health understanding across our school community, improved support
systems for students, and the continued development of effective wellbeing
practices in our classrooms.
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Prep Team

Miss Zoe Tuttleby

Year 1 Team

1C- Miss Nikita Coleman, 1V- Mrs Natasha Vais 

Year 2 Team

2G- Mr Liam Gava, 2M- Miss Ciara Murphy

Year 3/4 Team

3/4D- Mrs Cara Di Roberto, 3/4M- Miss Chelsea Mofsowitz, 
3/4P- Mr Andrew Patterson

Year 5/6 Team

5/6C- Miss Georgia Carlin, 5/6K- Mrs Jenny Kourkouvelis, 5/6P- Mrs Mel Pereira

Specialist Team

Physical Education- Mr Andrew Brown, LOTE (Greek)- Mrs Mariana Surenian, 
Art- Mrs Marisa Mowszowski, Performing Arts- Miss Terissa Fidock

Inclusion Team

Stephanie Gatehouse, Kerry Prendergast, Candace Davenport, Emma Boyce, 
Justin Sweeney and Giulia Bruno

Literacy Intervention and Library
Mrs Jo Alfano

Administration Team

Merryn Gould, Shino Shibata and Anna Pluchinotta

Welcoming New Staff

Welcome Miss Ciara Murphy! Many of you already know Miss Murphy, who has been
a familiar and much-loved face at MVPS throughout this year. Ciara has supported
every learning team as a CRT, stepping into classrooms with professionalism,
warmth and a strong commitment to our students—especially while teachers have
taken long service leave. 

We are absolutely thrilled to welcome her as an official member of our teaching
team in 2026 and know she will continue to make a wonderful contribution to our
school community.

We are delighted to welcome Mrs Jenny Kourkouvelis to MVPS in 2026. Jenny joins
us from Armadale Primary School, where she has been a highly respected and
experienced teacher known for her strong focus on student engagement, building
confident and independent learners, and fostering positive relationships with
students and families. 

We are excited to have Jenny’s expertise and warm, calm presence as part of our
senior school team next year.

We are excited to welcome Miss Chelsea Mofsowitz to MVPS in 2026. Chelsea joins
us as a graduate teacher and brings great enthusiasm, fresh ideas and a strong
commitment to creating engaging and supportive learning environments. She has
already impressed us with her passion for teaching and her warm, positive approach
with students. 

We look forward to the wonderful contributions Chelsea will make as part of our
Year 3/4 team.



Farewells

As we prepare for 2026, we acknowledge and celebrate several staff members who
will be moving on to new chapters. Their contributions have shaped our school, our
culture and, most importantly, the learning experience of our students.

Ms Jennifer Pritchard: Jen has been a treasured member of MVPS for an incredible
15 years. During this time, she has contributed to our school in countless ways —
through her deep care for students, her commitment to high-quality teaching, and
her positive influence on our staff culture. This year, Jen has shown great courage
by stepping outside her comfort zone to continue growing as a teacher. 

She is moving to Brandon Park Primary School, where she will continue building her
practice and professional capacity. We thank Jen for everything she has brought to
MVPS and wish her every success in this exciting next step.

Ms Stephanie Pollard: Steph has made a significant impact as our Learning
Specialist. Her leadership, expertise and support have strengthened teaching and
learning across the school. She has guided teams, built teacher capacity and
championed strong instructional practice. 

Steph has decided to take 12 months’ leave to support her family, and we send her
our warmest wishes for the year ahead.

Mrs Christie Smith: Christie has been part of the MVPS team for two and a half
years, during which she has brought warmth, dedication and a strong commitment
to student learning. She has made a positive impact in her classrooms and
contributed greatly to our school community. 

Christie will be moving to St Louis de Monfort Primary School in 2026, and we wish
her all the very best as she continues her teaching journey.

Mrs Sarette Starfield: Over the past two years, Sarette has been a valued member of
our staff, bringing care and consistency to her work with students. She has made
the decision to move to a school closer to home so she can better support her
family. 

We thank her for her contributions to MVPS and wish her well as she moves into this
next, more balanced chapter.

Slavka La Torre: This year, we have been fortunate to have Slavka as part of our
Inclusion Team. Her calm, supportive approach and strong advocacy for students
have made a meaningful difference. 

As she moves on from MVPS, we thank her sincerely for the positive impact she has
had on our students and staff.

2026 Whole-School Transition Day

Our whole-school transition day will be held on Tuesday 9th December. 

On this day, students will meet their new teaching team and take part in activities
designed to help them build positive relationships, become familiar with their new
learning teams, and begin establishing routines and expectations for 2026. Please
note that our school follows the Class Placement Policy when forming classes. While
all family requests are carefully considered, not all requests can be accommodated. 

Our ‘Meet the Teacher’ session will be held on Tuesday 16th December, where
students will have the opportunity to meet their teacher for 2026.

Transition days are an important part of preparing students for a smooth start to the
new school year, helping them feel confident, connected, and ready to learn. 
We are looking forward to a positive and engaging day for all students!

https://mvps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/2023-Class-Placement-Policy.pdf


Looking Ahead to 2026

We are excited for a positive and inspiring year ahead with our wonderful staff team,
both returning and new. To those who are moving on, we extend our heartfelt
gratitude. Your dedication, passion, and commitment have shaped MVPS into the
vibrant, caring community it is today. You will always be a valued part of our story,
and we wish you every success in your next adventures. 

Together, we look forward to another year of learning, growth, and shared
achievements.

Curriculum Days 2026 – Save the Dates!

We are pleased to share the Curriculum Days for 2026. 
Please mark these important dates in your calendar:

Tuesday 27th January – Statewide Curriculum Day
Monday 2nd March
Friday 5th June
Monday 10th August
Monday 14th December

Curriculum Days are an essential part of our school year. They allow our staff to
engage in professional learning, plan and implement curriculum, develop teaching
programs, conduct student assessment and reporting, and complete whole-school
planning. 

Each of the 2026 dates has been carefully selected to align with our Professional
Learning Plan, which is directly linked to our Annual Implementation Plan (AIP) and
the key actions we aim to achieve across the year.

In particular, Monday 14th December 2026 will be our whole-school planning day,
giving teams the time to prepare for the following year. These days ensure our staff
can focus on improving teaching and learning, so that every student benefits from
high-quality programs throughout the year.

Thank you for noting these dates in your family calendar!

Congratulations to Mrs Laura Crothers

We are thrilled to congratulate Mrs Laura Crothers on successfully completing the
Teaching Excellence Program. This 10-month professional learning program
supports skilled teachers to connect with passionate, like-minded colleagues and
further develop their expertise to deliver outstanding outcomes for students.

Laura, you have shown dedication to 
improving your practice, and we are 
so proud of you. 

Your commitment to professional 
growth will directly benefit the 
students and staff at MVPS, and 
we are delighted to celebrate this 
achievement with you.



Important End-of-Year & 2026 Reminders

School Reports
School reports for 2025 will able on Compass from Tuesday 16th December. Please
take the time to read these with your child and celebrate their learning
achievements.

End of Year Concert
Our End of Year Concert will be held on Friday 12th December, 1:30–3:30 pm, on
the Astroturf. Each class will perform, and we will proudly announce our Student
Leadership Team for 2026. 

Families are warmly invited to join us for this celebration of our students’ talents and
achievements.

School Holiday Program & School Grounds
The school holiday program will operate during the upcoming school break. Please
note that school grounds cannot be accessed during school days while the program
is running. 
Families are reminded to ensure children are supervised at all times. 

Any incidents or inappropriate behaviour should be reported to the school via email.

Contacting the School Over the Holidays
If families have questions over the holidays, please email the school. 
Please note that the school email will be checked sporadically throughout January.

Commencement Date for Students 2026
Year 1 - Year 6 students will commence the 2026 school year on Wednesday 28th
January and our Prep students will commence on Thursday 29th January. 

Please ensure this date is noted in your family calendar.

Amy Tinetti  
Principal 

@MALVERNVALLEYPS

Performing Arts

We have been having lots of fun in Performing Arts this term and the Year 3-6s all
made their own shakers inspired by Indigenous Rain Sticks. We used paper towels,
rice, contact and rubber bands to make our creations extra beautiful. 

We then practiced shaking along to the beat with a variety of different songs.

I enjoyed decorating the shaker because there were so many different options
and colours. Grace

mailto:malvern.valley.ps@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:malvern.valley.ps@education.vic.gov.au


Greek

All senior students have been getting ready for the End of Year Concert by learning
‘Triyona Kalanta’ (Greek Jingle Bells). Year 5/6 students have been creating Greek
texts in the form of comics. From fast food, to nature, to animals, I’ve been
impressed with their creative, clever, and often funny ideas. Bravo! Year 3/4
students have been role-playing shopping at the market. 

After a little revision and celebration of a wonderful semester, students will be
creating a short Greek picture book that we are hoping to share with the Preps. 

Willem    
I’ve improved my pronunciation of Greek words. Lailah

I’m proud that I’ve been getting better at using my knowledge of letter sounds to
sound words out. Audrey
I’m proud of being able to sing using Greek words and understanding Greek
words. Poppy
Greek Myths and Legends was fun and interesting. Adam

Visual Arts

Year 3/4 students have been learning how to weave using a paper plate as their
looms. They started by painting their plate with symmetrical designs before
stringing the warp threads to prepare the loom for weaving. They’re now well into
the weaving part of the artwork and are finding that while it can be tricky and
tangly, it’s also very rewarding!

I learned that weaving is easy, and it’s fun to do. Emily M

It was challenging to learn how to weave the string but I was able to do it in the
end. Harry

Inspired by the work of artist John Wolseley, Year 5/6 students made their own
mark-making tools using natural materials found around the school and used them
to paint an abstract background for an artwork. After practising using shapes to
help them sketch a bird, they used oil pastels to draw a magpie onto their
backgrounds. 

The results are magnificent – have a look at the display board outside Mr Zeneli’s
office to see a few examples. 

I learned how to blend the oil pastels. I learned what the shapes of the birds are
and how to use them. Micah

I enjoyed the part where I got to make my brush and I got to do the cool mark-
making. Olivia



UPCOMING EVENTS

STUDENTS OF THE

FORTNIGHT

PREP T

1/2 A

1/2 C

1/2 V

1/2 S

5/6 C

5/6 J

5/6 P

9/12

10/12

11/12

12/12

16/12

19/12

Evan G

Kenil & Henry

Archie

Lachie W &

Kenzie-Rose

Noah & Dhruvit

Liam

Willem & Ed

Anouska

School-wide Transition Day

Year 6 Graduation

Year 3-6 

Swimming Carnival

End of Year Concert & 

Final Assembly

Meet the Teacher Day

Last day of 2025

School finishes at 1:30pm

Last School delivery: Term 4 Week 10
First School delivery: Term 1 Week 1

Store closed from Tuesday 23/12/2025
until Wednesday 7/1/2026

Physical Education

This term, students in Years 3–6 have been learning volleyball. They began by practising
key skills such as digging, setting, and spiking, before progressing to small group games
with their classmates.

I enjoyed playing matches against my classmates. Avi
I loved blocking other students spikes to win points. Raph
I liked setting up points for my teammates and blocking others shots. Micah
I liked digging the ball when it first came over the net. Aathy



END OF YEAR RAFFLE

The Parents Association are now selling tickets for their End of Year Raffle. 
Purchase now for $5/ticket or $20 for 5 
https://events.humanitix.com/mvpsraffle

We have some fabulous prizes already on offer, but if you can make
donations to help us pull together some more hampers we'd really 
appreciate it. 

Please leave any non-perishable, brand new items such as wine, beer, 
games, toys, photo frames, books, electronics etc at the office. 

Please leave your donations by Friday 12th December. 
Raffle will be drawn on Tuesday 16th December. 

Good Luck! 

PARENTS 

ASSOCIATION
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SECONDHAND UNIFORM

Does your child have uniform items that no longer fit? 

Our Parents Association provide families an opportunity to purchase second-hand
uniforms through our Second Hand Uniform Stall (SHUS) located in the Sherwood
Centre foyer. Most items are $5-$10, and all monies are collected by the PA to put
towards the school.
 
If you would like to donate your old uniform items as the year closes please ensure
they have been washed and drop off them off in the blue donation bins provided,
or bring them to the office before or after school.

A reminder the SHUS operates on a self-serve honesty system. If you see an item
you wish to purchase please help yourself and take it to the office for payment. 

https://events.humanitix.com/mvpsraffle


SUPPORT OUR COMMUNITY

Check out thefull program

@MALVERNVALLEYPS



SUPPORT OUR COMMUNITY



SUPPORT OUR COMMUNITY

HOLIDAY PROGRAMS


